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Wetlands Permit by Rules:
Work can take place in NHDES 
wetlands jurisdiction under RSA 
482-A without a permit when  
Env-Wt 307 Conditions are met: 
1) Protection of Water Quality
2) Protection of fisheries & 
breeding areas;
3) Protection against Invasive 
Species
4) Protection of Rare, T & E 
species & habitat
5) Standard Dredge & Fill 
conditions

Remediation Permit by rule 



Wetlands Permit by Rule:
Env-Wt 309.02(k)
Undertaking Site Remediation 
approved by NHDES pursuant to 
Env-Or 600 where: 

1. Information supplied to 
WMD - Clearly identifies all 
jurisdictional areas

2. Clearly describes activities to 
occur in jurisdiction; & 

3. Provide written notice to 
DES Wetlands bureau and local 
governing body. 

Remediation Permit by rule 



Env-Wq 1406.15 Shoreland 
Permit by Notification

(1)Clearly identified 
impacts in the 
protected shoreland; 

(2)Activities in protected 
shoreland; 

(3) Provide written notice 
to DES Wetlands 
bureau and local 
governing body. 

Remediation – Shoreland 
Permit by Notice 



Trails 
Statutory 
Permit by 

Notice
(SPN) 

process & 
BMPs

Notice Qualifying Criteria:

1. Maintain, repair, or replace an 
existing legal trail  

2. No change in location, 
configuration, dimensions, or 
construction type

3. No work will be done in 
standing or flowing water;

4. For process & other size 
details- see FORM here: NH 
Online Forms System - Trails 
Notification Statutory Permit-by-
Notification (SPN). Version 2.3

Trails Notice & BMPs

https://onlineforms.nh.gov/app/#/formversion/b289d724-0d8f-4a82-88d6-26cc8870f99b
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1. Maintain, repair, or replace an 
existing legal trail  

2. No change in location, 
configuration, dimensions, or 
construction type

3. No work will be done in 
standing or flowing water;

4. For process & other size 
details- see FORM here: NH 
Online Forms System - Trails 
Notification Statutory Permit-by-
Notification (SPN). Version 2.3

Trails Notice & BMPs
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Trails Statutory 
Permit by 
Notice( SPN) 
process & 
BMPs

Trail 
Handbook 
Outline 
(nhstateparks.
org)

https://www.nhstateparks.org/getmedia/3c45de00-e174-4df0-b678-4670b254290d/Best-Management-Practices-For-Erosion-Control-During-Trail-Maintenance-and-Construction.pdf
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Trails Statutory 
Permit by 
Notice( SPN) 
process & 
BMPs

Trail 
Handbook 
Outline 
(nhstateparks.
org)

BMPs for 
Erosion Control

Best Management Practices Goals 

❑ Designed to imitate / protect natural functions of 
forests and reduce erosion of materials.

❑ Disperse concentrated water flow.
❑ Minimize the risk of sediment / pollutants getting into 
waterbodies and wetlands.
❑ Provide a safe, stable, trail system. 
❑ Well-built trail will provide access while conserving 
natural resources.

https://www.nhstateparks.org/getmedia/3c45de00-e174-4df0-b678-4670b254290d/Best-Management-Practices-For-Erosion-Control-During-Trail-Maintenance-and-Construction.pdf


Trails Statutory 
Permit by 
Notice( SPN) 
process & 
BMPs

Trail 
Handbook 
Outline 
(nhstateparks.
org)

Pre-Development BMPs

Site Planning + Site Evaluation =

Avoiding and minimizing impacts 

to Wetlands

https://www.nhstateparks.org/getmedia/3c45de00-e174-4df0-b678-4670b254290d/Best-Management-Practices-For-Erosion-Control-During-Trail-Maintenance-and-Construction.pdf


Why is Erosion a Problem?

❑Results in sedimentation of 
wetlands, streams, rivers, 
lakes. 

❑Detrimental effect on water 
quality, fish, smaller 
organisms. 

❑Creates ruts, bumps, 
potholes, washouts that can 
make trails impassible. 

❑Causes increased cost to 
repair issues. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiQ64-V263QAhVCeSYKHSowAPIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fturf2max.com%2FSoil%2520Restoration%2Fhow_to_prevent_soil_erosion.html&bvm=bv.138493631,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHN1w0fzkN1R7D2aJWqKYRGLXxySw&ust=1479400663038635


Common BMPs During Construction

❑Coir Logs

❑Water Bars

❑Silt Fence

❑Mulch Berms

❑Vegetation



Trails Statutory 
Permit by 
Notice( SPN) 
process & 
BMPs
Trail 
Handbook 
Outline 
(nhstateparks.
org)

Examples of good trail 
drainage management 
includes:
- Culverts & cross-drains
- Ditches to drain water 

from trail
- Well-constructed trail 

foundation material
- Reduced water 

concentration

Example BMPs – Culverts 

https://www.nhstateparks.org/getmedia/3c45de00-e174-4df0-b678-4670b254290d/Best-Management-Practices-For-Erosion-Control-During-Trail-Maintenance-and-Construction.pdf


References: Env-Wt 306 & Env-Wt 307 

(6) For dredge projects, also determine 
whether the subject property is 
contaminated;

Env-Wt 307.03 Protection of Water Quality 
Required. 

(a) No activity shall be conducted in such a 
way as to cause or contribute to any 
violation of: 

• (1) The surface water quality standards 
specified in RSA 485-A:8 or Env-Wq 1700;

• (2) The ambient groundwater quality 
standards established under RSA 485-C; 

• (3) The limitations on activities in a 
sanitary protective area established 
under Env-Dw 302.10 or Env-Dw 305.10; 
or (4) Any provision of RSA 485-A, Env-
Wq 1000, RSA 483-B, or Env-Wq 1400 
that protects water quality.

Application standards & 
BMPs

Planning & Data 
Screening Required

➢Review of online NHDES 
Data screening for  
potentially contaminated 
sites.

➢ For dredge projects 
➢& all projects to meet 

Water Quality standards 
& Ambient Groundwater 
quality standards. 



Application standards & 
BMPs

Chapter 5 - Wetlands-bmp-manual.pdf 
(neiwpcc.org)

https://neiwpcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Wetlands-bmp-manual.pdf


Application standards & BMPs

• Use Natural contours
• Use retaining walls
• Use BMPs to handle 

stormwater



Application standards & 
BMPs

• Use existing structures
• Timber bridges & 

elevated boardwalks 
good options

• Use Wildlife passage 
structures 



Application standards & 
BMPs – Example –p. 29

• Plan example Revised to 
consolidate impact areas.

• Fishing & boat access areas 
grouped. 



Application standards & BMPs –

Chapter 7 - Stream & Wetland Crossings

Key Design Features:
Stream Crossing Design (nh.gov)
Hydraulic Capacity - Ability of structure to 

accommodate flows

Geomorphic Compatibility - Long term 

compatibility of stream crossing with the river 
channel & sediment deposit processes
02_28_18_Geomorph_Handout_Final.pdf 
(state.nh.us)

Aquatic Organism Passage- Can fish & 

other aquatic animals move through the crossing 
without barriers
www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/d
ocuments/aquatic-organism-passage.pdf

https://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/2020-01/wb-23.pdf
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/nh-ms4/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/02_28_18_Geomorph_Handout_Final.pdf
http://www.des.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt341/files/documents/aquatic-organism-passage.pdf


Application standards & BMPs –

Chapter 7 - Stream & Wetland Crossings

Project Example-
Designed to allow 
for water flows,
Aquatic organism 
passage 
& wildlife passage.



Summary

Wetlands Standard process

Wetland BMPs for A/M Hydraulic capacity, Geomorphic & AOP

Trails Notice & BMPs 

DNCR NH Trail Construction & Maintenance BMPs (for Erosion Control)  

Permit by Rule or PBN

Remediation w/o a permit Or 600



NHDES 
Wetlands 
Permitting 
Contact 
Information

Mary Ann Tilton, CWS, CPM
Assistant Bureau Administrator
Wetlands Bureau
Land Resources Management 
(603) 271-2929
Mary.A.Tilton@des.nh.gov

mailto:Mary.a.Tilton@des.nh.gov

